
 
 
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
 
Recruiting new members is one of the most important tasks that we face each year. It is 
important because a GROWING alumni association is a VIBRANT and HEALTHY 
alumni association. The only way to ensure that our association continues to be a 
strong, powerful voice for Fort Valley State University and Fort Valley State University 
National Alumni Association, Inc. is to keep its numbers multiplying. Not only will you be 
increasing the knowledge base of the alumni association, but also increasing dues 
revenue (operating revenue), which in turn will strengthen the alumni association.  
 
As a Fort Valley State University National Alumni Association Alumni member, you 
understand the value of your membership. Share that knowledge with your friends in the 
community. Like you, they also want to sharpen their skills, link up with other individuals 
who support Fort Valley State University and the Fort Valley State University National 
Alumni Association, and assist the next generation of Wildcats by providing career 
and/or employment opportunities. 
 
Increasing membership is an ongoing challenge. There is no short cut or magic pill that 
will produce meaningful growth and yield talented individuals to fill the variety of 
voluntary roles in the alumni association. Recruiting members requires work but will 
prove worthwhile. This task, while at first may seem overwhelming, can be 
accomplished as long as there is a buy-in of all members. A cause that is not supported 
by everyone cannot succeed.  
 
Therefore, while we should always think MEMBERSHIP, I have designated May as the 
month for chapters to hold strategically targeted events which focus on increasing 
membership at both the local and national levels.   

Your district representatives are asked to work with chapters on hosting membership 
drives and reporting the increased numbers. The chapter with the greatest increase in 
members will be recognized.  In addition, I would like to spotlight membership 
events on our website and social media.  Therefore, I ask that you please send me 
photos of your membership events. 

Thank you in advance for your creative efforts to increase membership throughout the 
association. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

LouAnn Gross 

LouAnn Gross, President 
Fort Valley State University  
   National Alumni Association, Inc. 
 
 

 


